
ISSUE 1 JUNE 2006
L a i n g  O’ R o u r k e   N e w s l e t t e r

U
B
H

T
 -

 R
e
g
io

n
a
l 
A

d
u
lt
 C

a
rd

io
th

o
ra

ci
c 

C
e
n
tr

e
Welcome to the first edition of the Laing O’Rourke Ltd newsletter
about the “UBHT - Regional Adult Cardiothoracic Centre”
development.  This news sheet will be issued at intervals of three
months until completion of the project, to provide you with
information about the project and the activities on site which are
planned for the following period, highlighting significant operations
which may be of concern or interest to you.

As you will have noticed, Laing O’Rourke are carrying out
various works around the Bristol Royal Infirmary campus
on behalf of United Bristol Healthcare NHS Trust. Our site
facing Horfield Road is constructing an extension to the
Children’s Hospital; meanwhile in the Marlborough Hill /
Terrell Street area we have been carrying out enabling works
prior to commencing the new Regional Adult Cardiothoracic
Centre at the hospital.

This project will greatly improve heart services for patients
across the city and beyond. As the regional centre for adult
cardiac services, the BRI treats thousands of patients a year
throughout the South West, including many from as far
down as Cornwall. The project will bring services for adult
heart and chest patients under one roof in light, spacious
surroundings with state of the art technology. The centre is
planned to open in 2009. 

The new building, designed by local architects CODA, is
set into the hillside, and will be a multi-storey purpose-
built centre tying into the levels of the existing Queen’s
building. It will contain a theatre suite, with a physical
connection into the BRI to link to the three existing cardiac
theatres. Other facilities include three catheter laboratories,
three wards and a large day case area. 

The new facility will mean that for the first time, cardiology
and cardiac surgery services will be brought under one
roof, enabling staff to provide much more ‘seamless’ care.
Clinical teams will be able to work more flexibly, between
the two specialties of cardiology and cardiac services. Staff
will care for patients according to their clinical needs, rather
than on the basis of which specialty they fall under. It will
mean an end to journeys from one building to another for
cardiology patients who are currently cared for in the Old
Building of the BRI, and who need to come across the road
for tests or procedures in the main BRI.

UBHT’s Head of Division for Specialised Services, Dr Peter
Wilde says,
“We are delighted to have the support of the Strategic Health
Authority for this exciting project.  We already deliver some
of the most advanced cardiology treatments in the south
west and have some of the best survival rates for heart
surgery in the country. The new centre means patients and
staff will have greatly improved facilities which will be fit for
the 21st century. ”  

About the Project.......
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The project will be registered with the
Considerate Constructors scheme which
sets down strict guidelines relating to
Safety, Husbandry and Neighbourly issues
that must be achieved throughout the
contract and are reviewed at regular
intervals.
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The Project So Far.....
The enabling works carried out by Laing O’Rourke
and UBHT to date have entailed:
•   A sewer diversion, transferring drainage from Alfred

Hill across the UBHT Marlborough Hill car park
into the main sewer in Marlborough Hill. This
previously caused problems to the hospital as it
passed underneath Queen’s Building.

•  Establishing the project office for the site offices
and welfare facilities, and hoarding the site to
ensure safety during the construction operations.

•  A full arboricultural and ecological survey and
development of landscape management plan.
Clearance of scrub and trees affected by the
proposals and protection of trees to be retained.

• Transfer of the Parenteral Supplies Unit from
Queen’s Building to Oncology.

•  Provision of alternative pay and display parking
facilities for the public adjacent to the UBHT Estates
Department in Alfred Parade

• Establishment of a dedicated haul road for
construction traffic onto Horfield Road and provision
of a safe pedestrian route through the wooded
area adjacent to Oncology giving access to
Queen’s Building and the lower end of Terrell
Street.

•  Demolition of buildings which will be lost to the
development, facing upper Terrell Street; and
crushing of the materials for reuse on site to
minimise the number of vehicle movements caused
by this operation.

The next stages........
During the next stages we will be:
• Continuing demolition activities including Terrell

Street offices adjacent to Queen’s Building.
• Establishing a new walkway to give safe access

from Level 5 of Queen’s Building for users of the
Dermatology Department.

• Transferring the Medical Gas facilities within the
hospital site on Alfred Parade; allowing demolition
of the existing Medical Gas storage areas and the
former Parenteral Supplies Unit.

• Preparing for piling a retaining wall along the
northern side of Cottage Place / upper Terrell Street.

Points of Contact
We apologise for the disruption the works completed
to date have inevitably caused and thank you for your
co-operation, we shall endeavour to minimise future
disruption. If you have any questions about the project
please contact:
Will Marfell and Dave Foster. Both can be contacted
at the address and telephone number below:

Laing O’Rourke Project Office
Regional Adult Cardiothoracic Centre
Marlborough Hill, Bristol BS2 8EW
Telephone 0117 928 1620

During informal discussions with some local residents
we’ve become aware of a number of key points of
concern. We trust that the following points provide
some reassurance:
• The new building will be serviced in the same way

as the existing hospital i.e. from Alfred Parade.
The development will not increase the number of
service vehicles since it is  bringing together existing
facilities which are currently spread about the
campus.

• Patients, ambulances and ambulance cars will
arrive at the new building via a forecourt at the
rear of Queen’s Building accessed via the Oncology
Car Park and Terrell Street. Ambulances under a
blue light condition will continue to deliver patients
to Accident & Emergency via Marlborough Street.

• At the end of the project the existing ‘woodland
walk’ will be reopoened. It is intended to carry out
minor works to improve the lighting in this area.
The Trust also intend to carry out improvements to
the stepped access onto Horfield Road.

• The route along Cottage Place and upper Terrell
Street will be available for pedestrians at the end
of the project, vehicle use will be limited to Fire /
maintenance access and for ambulances
transferring patients from other hospitals within the
region. It is anticipated that approximately 10 such
vehicle movements will occur each day; the
ambulances will both enter upper Terrell Street and
return via the Oncololgy car park.

• Major construction traffic for the project will be
along a dedicated haul road through the
Oncology Car Park via Horfield Road. This route
includes measures to minimise the amount of dirt
trafficked onto the public highway. Heavy goods
vehicles will only access and exit from this route
via St. Michaels Hill.

• Alfred Hill will become a cul-de-sac with a turning
head at the bottom. Steps will be provided to give
access to Cottage Place / Terrell Street and onto
the ‘woodland walk’.

•  We are aware of resident’s concerns regarding
Marlborough Hill and whether the traffic flow
should be one or two way. The project team does
not have a preference in this regard, however, we
are in dialogue with Bristol City Council Highways
Department and will work in support of the best
solution for all concerned.
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